RELIGIOUS COURTSHIP.                     167
Yo. Sist. When he came again the next night, he made a kind of an apology for having left me in more disorder than he was used to do ; For, to tell you true, madam, says he, I was not able to go on with what I was saying to you; neither am I now, says he, seeing I am come to wait on you, and yet have effectually shut the door against myself. I told him I did not perhaps rightly understand him, unless he would explain himself. Why, says he, I have first told you sincerely how absolutely I approve the resolution you took against me, and yet owned, and do still, that I am no way able to convince you that the cause is removed. I told him that I thought he was not just to himself; and that the same thing, whatever it was, that had power to convince him that I was under a necessity to refuse him on that occasion, would certainly assist him to remove the cause. He turned short upon me : But, madam, said he, did I not make, conditions with you, that whenever I talked of it you should take me for a hypocrite ? and did I not positively declare to you that I would deceive you if I could.
Eld. Sist Now I know what he meant.
Yo. Sist Ay, so did I too ; but he run it up so high against himself, that I could not answer a word, unless I would have turned the tables, as it were, against myself, and courted him, by telling him how well I was satisfied of his sincerity; so that, in short, I was quite puzzled: for what could I say to a man, that did, as it were, bid me believe him to be a hypocrite ?
Aunt You had a nice case before you, cousin; pray what said you to it ?
Yo. Sist I told him, very coldly, I was under a necessity of believing everything he said, because he had been so sincere with me all along; and I begged him, therefore, not to tell me seriously, now,